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invited to sit and drink, proves himself as good at feast-
ing, and at the Rabelaisian talk which accompanies it,
as in defending vineyards. It is during these prcpos de
table that Rabelais delivers one of his most vigorous
attacks on monks.
Why, they ask Friar John, are monks avoided "by all
the world ?
*c(If you understand why a monkey in a family is always
mocked and worried you will understand why monks are
abhorred of all, both old and young. The monkey does not
watch the house like a dog; he does not drag the cart like
the ox; he gives no wool like the sheep; he does not carry
burdens like the horse. ... So with the monk. He
does not cultivate the soil like the peasant; he does not
guard the land like the soldier; he does not heal the sick
like the physician; he does not teach like the evangelical
doctor or the schoolmaster; he does not import goods and
necessary things like the merchant.'
"' But the monks pray for all,' objects Grandgousier.
"' Nothing less,' says Gargantua. {They only annoy the
neighbourhood with ringing their bells.
"c Truly,' says Friar John, * a mass, a matin, and a vesper
well rung are half said. They mumble great store of legends
and psalms, of which they understand nothing ; they count
plenty of paternosters and Ave Marias without thinking and
without understanding, and that I call mocking God, and not
making prayers. But God help them, if they pray for us,
and not for fear of losing their fat soups."'
The next ten chapters are occupied in great part with
the exploits of this jolly monk, and the great victory
over ELing Picrochole. Friar John sends Gargantua to
sleep "by reading the breviary, wakes them all up in the
night for drink, says his hours, not after the rules of
Paris or of Borne, but that of Fecamp, which is three